
 

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Baltic Fisheries and Environment Forum 
Riga, Latvia, 28 April 2014 

FISH/ENV 10-2014, 3-1 

 

 

 Page 1 of 4  
 

Title 3-1, Follow-up of 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
Category CMNT 
Agenda Item 3 – Initial planning for implementation of fisheries-related actions of the HELCOM Baltic 

Sea Action Plan and Ministerial commitments 
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Reference Outcome of HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2013 (paragraph 5-1) 

 

Background 
The 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting adopted the HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration. The 
attached document contains extracts of the 2013 Declaration in relation to fisheries/environmental 
measures.  

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to make use of the extracts when discussing the work plan for implementation of 

fisheries-related actions from 2013 Ministerial Meeting. 

  

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/2013%20Copenhagen%20Ministerial%20Declaration%20w%20cover.pdf
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Extracts from the Declaration of the Ministers of the Environment of the 

Baltic Coastal Countries and the EU Environment Commissioner (HELCOM 

Copenhagen Declaration 2013) 

Taking Further Action to Implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan - Reaching Good 

Environmental Status for a healthy Baltic Sea 

… 

CONFIRMING, our aim is to contribute to coherence between different policies and foster the integration 

of environmental concerns into other policies, such as in fisheries, agriculture and other relevant policies; 

We commit to strengthen our efforts 

17. UNDERLINING the key role of agriculture, land-based and offshore industries, fisheries, shipping, waste 
water management, tourism, the private sector, local actors as well as science in fulfilling the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan in a cost efficient way, and CALLING ON stakeholders and civil society at large to actively 
engage in working towards reaching the targets for a healthy Baltic Sea environment, including nutrient 
reduction targets; 

Future strategic approach for HELCOM 

I. WE DECIDE to continue to strengthen cross-sectoral cooperation in the fields of maritime traffic, 
maritime spatial planning, integrated coastal management, agriculture and fisheries and stimulate the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach in all sectors and policies, through awareness raising, 
exchange of experiences and implementation of adequate management principles and measures; 

IX. WE AGREE to prevent and reduce marine litter from land- and sea-based sources, causing harmful 
impacts on coastal and marine habitats and species, and negative impacts on various economic 
sectors, such as fisheries, shipping or tourism, and to this end DECIDE to develop a regional action plan 
by 2015 at the latest with the aim of achieving a significant quantitative reduction of marine litter by 
2025, compared to 2015, and to prevent harm to the coastal and marine environment; 

Biodiversity and resilient ecosystems which underpin ecosystem services, human 
well-being and prosperity 
4 (B.) WE DECIDE to implement on a regional level the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for the 2011-2020 

period of the UN Convention of Biological Diversity, including the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, taking 
into account the special characteristics of the Baltic Sea, bearing in mind that the implementation of 
the Plan in the EU and its Member States is carried out through the EU Biodiversity Strategy, and 
more specifically DECIDE to: 

− protect sturgeon through supporting the HELCOM project on Baltic sturgeon remediation as well as 
raise public awareness concerning re-introduction of sturgeon among fishermen, other relevant 
stakeholders and the public;  

− protect the ringed seal in the Gulf of Finland, whose population is severely depleted and faces 
extinction in this area, STRESSING that immediate action is needed to significantly reduce by-catch 
and to improve the understanding of the other direct threats on the seals, and URGE transboundary 
co-operation between Estonia, Finland and Russia to support achieving a viable population of ringed 
seals in the Gulf; 

− take decisive action to work towards a favourable conservation status of the harbor porpoise based 
on implementation of the CMS ASCOBANS Jastarnia Plan for the harbor porpoise in the Baltic Sea, in 
particular by addressing the pressing problem of by-catch; 

Fisheries-related actions, especially within Marine Protected Areas 

9 (B).   WE AGREE to ensure that measures to address fisheries practices which have a negative impact on 
conservation goals and/or threatened or declining species and habitats are continued, including 
new measures to be initiated by 2015; 
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10(B).  WE AGREE to further work to develop and implement, as soon as possible, sustainable fishing 

methods and practices into management plans for marine protected areas, in order to contribute 

to meeting the specific conservation objectives set for the marine protected areas, including 

protecting essential fish habitats, and cooperate with the International Council for the Exploration 

of the Seas (ICES) and regional stakeholders including EU Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council and 

BALTFISH Forum, when doing so; 

11(B).  WE SUPPORT the further development and testing of the HELCOM generic decision-support tool to 

map possible negative impacts of specific gear types on threatened or declining species and 

habitats, and which helps to develop and/or recommend  measures to address these; 

Ecosystem-based fisheries  

12(B).  WE AGREE that populations of all commercially exploited fish and shellfish should be within safe 

biological limits, exhibiting a population age and size distribution indicative of a healthy stock and 

that Maximum Sustainable Yield shall be achieved by 2015 where possible and on a progressive, 

incremental basis at the latest by 2020 for all stocks; 

13(B).  WE WELCOME the introduction, as from 2015, of the discard ban under the EU Common Fisheries 

Policy and SUPPORT regionally appropriate solutions to solving the discard problem such as through 

improved selectivity and fishing behavior and incentives to facilitate a smooth transition to applying 

the ban;  

14(B).  WE SUPPORT an ecosystem-based approach for fisheries management with the development of a 

multi-species management plan for the main commercial Baltic Sea fish stocks including 

conservation measures to maintain or restore fish stocks above levels capable of producing 

Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) exploitation rates by 2015 where possible and by 2020 at the 

latest; This approach should contribute to the achievement of Good Environmental Status as 

measured by indicators under the coherent implementation of HELCOM BSAP and the EU Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive;  

15 (B). WE DECIDE to take action to reduce the negative impacts of fishing activities on the marine 
ecosystem and to this end, SUPPORT the development of fisheries management and technical 
measures to minimize unwanted by-catch of fish, birds and mammals in order to achieve the close 
to zero target for by-catch rates of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and minimize damage to sea bed 
habitats; 
 

16 (B). WE AGREE to continue the work on strengthening ecosystem-based management for coastal fish 
populations, utilizing, and enhancing as far as possible, monitoring for assessment of coastal fish 
communities; 

 
17 (B). WE AGREE to continue to work to develop common procedures to facilitate the sharing of 

aggregated data on fisheries activities in the Baltic Sea in an applicable format for the purpose of 
assessing  pressures on marine and coastal ecosystems e.g. to be applied in maritime spatial 
planning. 

Salmon and sea-trout 

18(B). WE NOTE the regional perspective in the European Commission proposal for a multi-annual plan for 
the Baltic salmon stock and its targets on protection and restoration of riverine habitats and 
populations based on HELCOM results and the scientific advice from ICES; 

19(B). BEING AWARE that many of the Baltic salmon and sea trout stocks are unlikely to achieve MSY by 
2015, WE AGREE to prioritise and intensify implementation of HELCOM BSAP (2007) conservation 
goals for the Baltic salmon and sea trout to be met by 2015, based on HELCOM Recommendation 
32-33/1 “Conservation of Baltic Salmon (Salmo salar) and Sea Trout (Salmo trutta) populations by 
the restoration of their river habitats and management of river fisheries”, and the upcoming EU 
multi-annual plan for the Baltic salmon stock and the fisheries exploiting that stock (as applicable to 
EU Member States), through exchange of best practices, knowledge and experiences on regional 
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level, as well as follow-up initiatives addressing salmon and sea trout restoration activities and 
further development and implementation, by 2015 and onwards, in co-operation with ICES, of: 

- common practices for breeding, rearing and releasing salmon and sea trout as reintroductions 
in potential salmonid rivers; 

- investigations of needed improvements for stocking practices (e.g. biological and genetical 
guidelines);   

- recommendations for riverine and estuarine management and conservation measures, such as 
fish ways for up and down migration, restoration and protection of spawning grounds, 
concerning fisheries within rivers and estuaries; 

- comparable methodology for data collection through surveys, especially on recreational 
fisheries; 

Baltic Sea cod 

20 (B). ACKNOWLEDGING the important recovery of the Eastern cod spawning stock biomasses in the Baltic 

Sea, WE SUPPORT the further implementation of commitments under the BSAP and relevant 

legislation to secure the full recovery of all cod stocks to healthy population  size and age 

distribution by 2020 and management consistent with achieving MSY, with the aim of further 

developing and applying an ecosystem approach to fisheries; 

European eel 

21 (B). BEING CONCERNED with the critical status of European eel and that fisheries management and 
other measures undertaken by individual countries have not yet shown any significant 
improvement in the status of eel, WE AGREE to continue the efforts underway and enhance co-
ordination of measures within the Baltic Sea as well as with other European countries, for the 
conservation of eel stocks, in line with national eel management plans and to consider additional 
measures if necessary, such as reducing fishing mortality in accordance with the ICES Advice, 
removing migration barriers, and re-stocking in eel-safe river systems, e.g. utilising the outcomes of 
co-operation between ICES, HELCOM and other stakeholders on this issue; 

Sustainable aquaculture 

22 (B). HIGHLIGHTING the increasing importance of sustainable aquaculture, WE AGREE to develop a new 
HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture by 2014 to substitute the existing HELCOM 
Recommendation 25/4 aiming at limiting potential environmental impacts of aquaculture activities 
such as the introduction of non-indigenous species, ecological and genetic impacts on wild fish 
stocks from unintended releases of farmed species, nutrient pollution, as well as introduction of 
antibiotics and other pharmaceuticals;  

Recreational fisheries 

23 (B). RECOGNIZING that recreational fisheries conducted e.g. from boats using commercial gears at a 
certain scale may contribute to fishing mortality of certain commercially exploited fish stocks and 
impacts on biodiversity, WE AGREE to ask for advice from Regional Coordination Groups within the 
EU Data Collection Framework and ICES on how to improve data collected on such recreational 
fisheries, with a view to evaluate the impacts of such recreational fisheries on the marine 
environment; 

Marine knowledge, monitoring and assessment 
10 (K). WE REQUEST the Contracting Parties to further strengthen co-operation with ICES in responding to 

the scientific needs arising from the implementation of the BSAP and relevant global, European and 
national requirements, including integration of environmental and fisheries surveys, and  as  the 
first step for the purposes of co-operation towards automatized data aggregation and further 
enhanced quality assurance for the assessments. 

 

  


